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October 3 will be a seminal day in the history of the
Fraternal Order of Eagles. In a ceremony before the

University of Iowa Hawkeyes football team takes on
Arkansas State at Kinnick Stadium in Iowa City, UI
President Sally Mason will receive a check from the FOE
for the Fraternal Order of Eagles Diabetes Research
Center.

It will be the first installment of five
annual $5 million contributions from the
Eagles to build the state-of-the-art diabetes
research center in the UI Institute for
Biomedical Discovery.

The project was approved at the 2008
Grand Aerie Convention, and since then
Aeries, Auxilaries and individual Eagles

have given from their hearts to this ªpartnership for
hopeº between the FOE and the University of Iowa to
find a cure for the disease that afflicts 24 million people
in the United States alone.

Our $25 million commitment to build the Fraternal
Order of Eagles Diabetes Research Center was

underscored at the 2009 Grand Convention in Reno,
Nevada. Keynote speaker Tom Parks ± a diabetic himself
± recounted how insulin was discovered in 1921 by
Canadian Drs. Frederick Banting and Charles Best. ªThat
was the first miracle of diabetes,º he said. 

ªThe second miracle will be when you Eagles cure it.
Years from now, people will look back and say that the
only thing holding us back was that the Eagles weren't
involved, and when they got involved it was done.º

At a convention seminar on the Fraternal Order of
Eagles Diabetes Research Center, Dr. John Stokes
Professor of Internal Medicine and Director Nephrology
at UI ± and a 20-year member of Iowa City Aerie 695 ±
related that more than half the patients treated by UI
Hospitals and Clinics have diabetes, the leading cause of
kidney failure in the USA. 

ªI had to make a commitment to do something about
this,º said Dr. Stokes. ªBut I'm a scientific failu re,
because I haven't been able to cure it.º

Now, however, thanks to the FOE commitment to
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EL DORADO SPRINGS, MO ± On May 23, Tri-Lakes Aerie/Auxiliary 4279 presented a donation of $10,000 to Dennis Gilhousen,
chairman of the Fraternal Order of Eagles Diabetes Research Center committee. Said Dennis: ªWhat this Aerie of 300 members and
Auxiliary of 200 did was huge, and shows what the real purposes and possibilities of the FOE are.º

UI President
Sally Mason

� YEARS FROM NOW, PEOPLE WILL LOOK

BACK AND SAY THAT THE ONLY THING

HOLDING US BACK WAS THAT THEEAGLES

WEREN'T INVOLVED, AND WHEN THEY GOT

INVOLVED IT WAS DONE.º � Tom Parks

ªI THINK I WEAR MYEAGLE HAT A LITTLE

MORE PROUDLY THAN MY UNIVERSITY OF

IOWA HATS. THIS IS WHAT THEEAGLES ARE

ABOUT. THE EAGLES ARE MY SOUL

BROTHERS AND SISTERS.º � Dr. John Stokes
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